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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 


MEMBERS 
Johnson Brigham, Chairman, Des Moines. 
Dr. Walter A. Jessup, Iowa City. 
P. E. McClenahan, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone. 
W. R. Orchard, Council Bluffs. 


Julia A. Robinson, Secretary, Des Moines. 


This quarterly is mailed free to all public librar- 
jes and to trustees of free public libraries in the 
State of Iowa. 
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LIBRARY TRUSTEES, ATTENTION 


We are glad to announce that through 
the courtesy of the program committee 
of the Women and Children’s building, 
a library trustees’ conference will be 
held during the State Fair, on Tuesday, 
August 30th, at 4 p. m. 

The meeting of 1920 called together 
more trustees than were ever before as- 
sembled at any one meeting in the state, 
and this year the attendance should be 
larger. Efforts will be made to provide 
4 quiet room and to arrange a profitable 
and interesting program. 

_ This is a trustees’ and not a librarians’ 

meeting, and every library board in the 
state should plan to have a representa- 
tive in attendance, and every trustee 
coming to the State Fair should plan to 
atterid on Tuesday. 

Will the trustees of the state please 
Send as soon as possible to the Secretary 
of the Iowa Library Commission, topics 
which they would like to have discussed ? 
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IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Thirty-first Annual Meeting, Ames, 
October, 1921 


(Definite dates announced later) 
Plan to attend. 





A GREATER IOWA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


At the spring district meetings a state- 
wide campaign to secure new members 
for the Iowa Library Association and the 
American Library Association was in- 
augurated. This campaign is to be con- 
tinued until the state meeting at Ames in 
October. Our zoal is 100 per cent mem- 
bership of libraries, library trustees, li- 
brarians and assistants in the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. We trust also that 
many new members from Iowa may be 
recruited for the American Library As- 
sociation. It is our privilege and our 
professional duty as library workers to 
become identified with the American Li- 
brary Association. 

As for our State Association, if we are 
to be able to accomplish the most good in 
the promotion of library interests im 
Iowa, we must have a strong, aggressive 
State Association. Every library worker 
in Iowa, every person interested or insti- 
tution engaged in library work in the 
state should become a member of the 
State Association. The Iowa Library 
Association needs you and you need the 
Iowa Library Association. 

The Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion, Miss Robinson, has kindly consented 
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to print an Honor Roll of libraries wifh 
100 per cent membership in the Iowa Li- 
Association, including trustees and 
as well as institutional memberships. 
The Honor Roll will appear in an issue 
of the Quarterly in the fall. Since the 
membership campaign was inaugurated, 
one library has already sent in eighteen 
new members. Will the name of your 
library appear on the Honor Roll? We 
have the faith to believe that it will and 
that you will consider it to be your indi- 
vidual duty to bring this about to the 
end that we may have a greater Iowa Li-: 
brary Association. 
C. W. SUMNER, Pres. 





IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
District Meetings, 1921 


Eight district meetings were held dur- 
ing the last week of April and the first 
two weeks in May, 1921. 

The interest at all of these meetings 
was excellent and the attendance at most 
of them was larger than last year. The 
largest attendance was at West Liberty 
and Onawa; the largest number of librar- 
ies represented being at Onawa. Mount 
Pleasant, Perry and Onawa each hav- 
ing 22 librarians in attendance. 

The total number of libraries repre- 
sented was 84; 119 librarians; 30 trus- 
tees; 8 college and school libraries. 
52 visitors, counting the high school stu- 
dents at West Liberty, were in attend- 
ance with a total of 220 at all the meet- 
ings. , 

Mr. Sumner, president of the Iowa 
Library Association, was able to attend 
but three of the meetings because of the 
illness of his wife and death in her fam- 
ily. His absence was a matter of re- 
gret. 
In addition to the topies referred to 
in the accounts of the meetings Mr. 
Sumner spoke at each meeting at which 
he was present, and Miss Robinson at 
others, of the fall meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association and urged member- 
ship in both the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion and the American Library Asso- 
ciation. Miss Robinson also announced 
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the Summer Library School and Confer- 
ence at Iowa City and spoke on recruit- 
ing for librarianship, as well as filling in 
on any stibject on which the expected 
speakers failed to appear. A short ae- 
count of each meeting follows. 

A list of recent worth while books, 
compiled by the commission, was dis- 
tributed at each meeting and has since 
been mailed to librarians not attending. 

Before adjourning the appreciation 
of the visiting librarians was expressed 
by a vote of thanks at each meeting. 


Southwest District 


The meeting of the Southwest District 
was held at Clarinda on Monday, April 
12th. Because of train service, after- 
noon and evening sessions were held in- 
stead of morning and afternoon. 

At the first session Mr. Orr spoke 
of county libraries, referring to the 
legislation, which failed to pass and re- 
ferring to their experience of the Cla- 
rinda library, in rural extension work. 
A diseussion of the subject followed in 
which all present took part, which also 
included the subject of support, as no 
one was present to open that discussion. 

This was followed by talks on recent 
adult books by Miss Sarah Palmer of 
Red Oak, Miss Dailey, and Miss Lewis 
of Council Bluffs, to which others pres- 
ent added suggestions. 

Those in attendance were entertained 
at dinner by the Commercial Club and 
had the pleasure of listening to their 
speaker, after which Mr. Sumner and 
Miss Robinson were called upon for 
few remarks. mm 

The evening session was devoted to 
‘‘Everyday Problems.’’ The meeting 
was voted helpful and enjoyable by 
present. ’ 


Middlewest District 


The meeting of the Middlewest Dis- 
trict was held in the auditorium of the 
Onawa library on Wednesday, April 
27th, and was one of the largest meet- 
ings of the year. 

The morning session opened with & 
discussion of ‘‘Everyday Problems” of 
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which librarians present were so free 
te speak that the entire morning was 
spent in this profitable manner. 

In the afternoon Mrs. Graee Prichard, 
a trustee of the Onawa Library spoke 
very interestingly on ‘‘County Librar- 
ies’’ but the discussion which followed 
was not as lively as at Clarinda. 

Miss Winifred McCoid, of Logan, told 
of adult books popular in her library 
and Miss Eva Squire, children’s li- 
brarian at Sioux City, spoke of recent 
children’s books of interest and the pro- 
gram closed with a group of songs by 
Mrs. Beatty of Whiting, whom the li- 
brarians once knew as Miss Chloe Rains, 
librarian at Whiting. 

At noon the visitors were luncheon 
guests of the women’s club and the li- 
brary board at the home of Mrs. Newby 
and after the adjournment of the after- 
noon meeting a very pleasant tea was 
enjoyed at the home of Mrs. Prichard. 


Northwest District 

This meeting was held on April 28th. 
The morning session was opened by Mr. 
Nelson, president of the Sibley board, 
who spoke on ‘‘ Adequate Library Sup- 
port.”” Miss Walpole followed on 
“County Libraries.’’ Mrs. McIntire of 
Sheldon, told of adult books of interest 
for the past year. Discussions followed 
each subject. 

At noon the librarians were enter- 
tained at luncheon by the Commercial 
Club after which they were taken for 
an automobile ride. 

Unfortunately the train service was 
such that many were obliged to leave 
immediately after the ride but an inter- 
esting book discussion was enjoyed in the 
afternoon by those who remained. Mrs. 
Attig of Sibley, gave a number of pleas. 
ing readings at the morning session and 
during the luncheon hour. 


Southeast District 
The Southeast District meeting was 
held at Mount Pleasant on Tuesday, 
May 3rd. Mr. Sumner was present and 
presided at this meeting. 
Mr. Galer, member of the Mt. Pleas- 
ant library board, gave an interesting 
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talk on ‘‘Library Support’’ and Mrs. 
Johnson on ‘‘County Libraries’’ both 
of which were followed by discussion. 

In the afternoon Miss Eleanor Moody 
of Keokuk, told of Recent Adult books 
and Miss Lilly of Burlington, of Juven- 
iles, to which other titles were added by 
those present. 

Lunch was served by the ladies of the 
Universalist church. 


Middle East District 


The meeting of the Middle East Dis- 
trict at West Liberty on Wednesday, 
May 4th, was largely attended. Mr. 
Sumner was present and presided at 
this meeting also. The morning session 
opened with an informal discussion of 
‘*Everyday Problems’’ on the part of 
all, followed by a paper on ‘‘ Adequate 
Library Support’’ given by Miss Beuch 
of the Davenport Publie Library. 

After luncheon, served at the Metho- 
dist church, Miss Ruth Barlow, chil- 
dren’s librarian of Clinton Publie Li- 
brary, gave a talk on ‘‘Children’s 
Books’’ and Miss Hagey of Cedar Rap- 
ids, on ‘‘Reecent Adult Books of Inter- 
est.”” A large number of high school 
students came in for the afternoon meet- 


ing. 
Northeast District 

This meeting was held at Oelwein on 
Thursday, May 5th. For the morning 
session the visitors gathered around one 
of the reading tables in the library. The 
program opened with a talk on ‘‘ Library 
Support’’ by Miss Mary Wood, a mem- 
ber of the Oelwein Library Board, fol- 
lowed by a discussion of this subject, 
and this was followed by a County Li- 
brary discussion, introduced by Miss 
Abbie Converse of Cresco, 

The morning session closed with a 
paper on ‘‘ Recent Books’’ by Miss May 
Clark of Dubuque, supplemented by 
suggestions from those present. 

The afternoon session was held in the 
court room, which adjoins the library 
in the city hall. An unusual feature of 
this meeting was a short address of wel- 
come from the mayor at this time, after 
which Miss Florence Tate of Waterloo, 
































spoke on ‘‘Children’s Books’’ showing 
a number of those of which she spoke. 

The ‘visitors were entertained at 
luncheon at Hotel Mealey by the Ocel- 
wein Library Board. 


Central District 


The Central District held its meeting 
at Perry, on May 10th. A discussion 
of ‘‘Everyday Problems’’ opened the 
morning session, after which Mr. R. E. 
Zerwekh, a member of the Perry Board, 
spoke on the subject of ‘‘Library Sup- 
port’’ and Miss McCoy of Indianola, 
gave the experiences of their library in 
attempting to arouse interest in county 
library work, which was supplemented 
later in the day by a description of the 
intensive campaign of the Ames library 
for county support given by Miss Freed, 
librarian and Mrs. Stanton, trustee. 

Miss Freed also spoke at the after- 
noon session on ‘‘ Recent Adult Books’’ 
and Miss Jones on ‘‘Juvenile Books.’’ 

The visitors were entertained at 
luncheon by the Chamber of Commerce 
at Hotel Pattee. 


North Central District 

By reason of the railroad schedule, 
the sessions of the North Central District 
were held on Wednesday afternoon and 
evening, May 11th, and Thursday morn- 
ing, the 12th, at Clarion. 

The afternoon program consisted of 
an informal discussion of ‘‘Everyday 
Problems’’: and of ‘‘Recent Adult 
Books,’’ the latter introduced by Miss 
Isabelle Hopper of Ft. Dodge. 

Between the afternoon and evening 
sessions, a dinner was served by the 
Presbyterian ladies, attended by visi- 
tors, the local library board, and Clarion 
citizens. A short program followed the 
dinner, at which Mr. H. 8. Scott of the 
Clarion board presided. Miss Mae 
Morton welcomed the visitors and Miss 
Callie Wieder, first vice president of the 
Iowa Library Association responded. 
Miss Robinson spoke briefly of library 
work and conditions in the state. 

At the evening session, Rev. John B. 
Walker of the Clarion Library Board, 
gave a helpful paper on ‘‘Library Sup- 





port’’ and a discussion of ‘* Americani- 
zation through the Library’’ followed. 

The guests were hospitably entertained 
for the night in the homes of Clarion 
citizens. Most of the morning session was 
spent in the discussion of children’s 
books and children’s work led by Miss 
Irene Bowman, children’s librarian of 
the Mason City Publie Library. 





LARGER AND BETTER SUPPORT 
FOR OUR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 





‘Rev. John B. Walker, President Library 
Board, Clarinda, Iowa 


Two matters of vital importance ought 
frequently to engage the attention of li- 
brarians and boards of trustees—a larg- 
er financial income and an increasing 
number of intelligent co-operating pa- 
trons. 

Our financial resources are limited to 
a few, generally one, of five possible 
sources. First, we have the city tax. 
The law provides that the board of trus- 
‘>es shall determine each year before t'« 
first of August the amount necessary for 
the maintenance of the library. This 
may not exceed the equivalent of a five 
mill levy. 

Library boards are constantly be- 
moaning the insufficiency of their in- 
comes ; excuses are made for the paucity 
of new books, meagre reference works, 
much needed library help, repairs and 
the like since the tax will not justify 
these erying needs. The bulk of such 
talk is beside the mark, for the reason 
that the full amount which the law pro- 
vides is not asked. 

A poll was made on this matter re- 
cently in the North Central Distriet 
convention of the Iowa Library Asso 
ciation. At the time fifteen libraries 
were represented, two reported that they 
received the full amount, one board Had 
asked the same and had been refused, 
but twelve out of fifteen had not made 
any effort to secure the sum provi 
by the statutes. It looks as though our 
trustees were seriously in need of a Vis 
ion. The city council certifies only the 
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amount asked by the library board. The 
initiative in every instance is with the 
trustees. 

I am fully aware of the objection, 
though I question the fact that the pub- 
lie protests the amount of the tax. The 
protest is heard concerning the public 
schools, but does the board of education 
limit the work of the schools, cripple 
the efficiency of the teaching corps and 
hamper the work for lack of equipment 
because of detractors, who think the 
taxes too high? 

In these days of efficiency and high 
standards when things become necessary 
we secure them even though the cost be 
heavy. While there are always pro- 
testing voices, the same will be true if 
any group of public servants take a 
backward step. Library trustees are 
entrusted with grave duties and if they 
fail to carry these to successful comple- 
tion for the sake of funds which in many 
communities at least, could be had for 
the asking, they are surely remiss in 
their duties. 

Again it should be borne in mind that 
increased efficiency of the library would 
justify the expense to the average tax 
payer. We Americans do not object to 
cost providing we secure adequate and 
satisfactory returns.. As trustees we 
should ask for the full amount of the 
tax, when a carefully marked out bud- 
get demands the same, and then hope 
that the next session of the legislature 
will grant us the privilege of a small 
levy for repairs, upkeep and remodeling 
of buildings and beautifying of grounds. 

The second source of income is from 
vested funds. Very few of our libraries 
I suspect receive revenue from leg- 
acies, bequests and gifts. This is a neg- 
lected field and one which should en- 
gage the attention of our boards. All 
public institutions, save possibly 
churches, ought to have incomes grow- 
ing out of private bequests. Many of 
our towns have people who could be in- 
duced to give, or will, some amount for 
a specific purpose—juvenile, scientific, 
research or reference books. Some 
neople of means can be interested in 
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Life Notes, much used by colleges, hos- 
pitals and other institutions. These 
notes are a first claim on the estate up- 
on the death of the donor. Usually 
these bear a stipulated interest which 
the donor gladly pays annually to the 
institution. These notes are highly es- 
teemed for the reason that they have 
been tested in the highest courts; more- 
over. they yield immediate results. 

The third source of income is derived 
from township trustees who enter into 
contract for the use of the library for 
residents of said township. Even if 
this only pays for the per capita wear 
and tear on books, equipment and over- 
head expense, the enlargement of li- 
brary usefulness makes it worth while. 
In most cases it would mean an in- 
creased amount for books and maga- 
zines. 

Some libraries are so fortunate as to 
have a local library association which 
raises a stipulated sum each year to sup- 
plement the regular tax. 

The fifth source is miscellaneous. Un- 
der this may be cited gift books. Li- 
braries find replacements of standard 
juvenile books a heavy item of expense. 
Many homes have the very books needed 
lying idle on their shelves which the 
children who have married or left home 


have not cared to take. A juvenile book 
shower, placed on exhibit in a prominent 
store window or in a conspicuous place 
in the library, would bring large returns 
in some communities if properly adver- 


tised. In other towns a house to house 
canvass would be necessary. 

A Library Fair or Historical Pageant, 
Musical or Curio Display with a pro- 
gram and a small charge for admission 
not only yields a revenue but interests 
the public in the library and its activi- 
ties. If the library with its needs and 
manifold services is persistently held 
before the public so that it begins to 
bulk large in the thinking of intelligent 
people, patrons could eventually be se- 
cured who would pay a stipulated sum, 
$10.00 to $100.00 a year, to increase the 
activities and efficiency of the library. 
This should not be presented, however, 
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until the full limit of the available tax 
has been made available. 

An imstitution worth establishing is 
worth financing. If the public library 
is worthy a place among the taxable in- 
stitutions, it must prove its worth. When 
that is done it merits a livelihood for 
which no one need apologize. 

A library is an organism. " It lives 
and should grow and function. Some 
libraries, it is to be feared, are eking 
out an existence. They function as fic- 
tion distributors and magazine manipu- 
lators. Both are good, and we wish the 
reports were larger, but the library has 
an office beyond the distribution of the 
latest best seller. The library ought: 

1. To stimulate the love of reading 
and the ownership of good books; * 

2. It should direct the reading, not 
only of the children and youth but skill- 
fully guide the reading of their elders ; 
develop readers among classes who nev- 
er use its volumes, such as busy people 
who might be interested in books touch- 
ing on their particular task or on effi- 
ciency in general ; 

3. It ought to abound in splendid 
works of reference. 

4. Should post the public on issues 
at stake. 

5. Assist the literary clubs and read- 
ing circles of the community in plan- 
ning reading and study courses and se- 
curing reference and technical works. 

6. Co-opgrate with the public schools 
and patriotic organizations in empha- 
sizing and planning special days. 

7. Collaborate with special groups, 
such as the Farm Bureau and American 
Legion, in providing literature other- 
wise not available. 

8. Provide books of value and profit 
for all classes and organizations in the 
community which cherish moral, educa- 
tional, scholastic or literary ideals. 

At the very outset most of us, whether 
trustees or librarians, will hold up our 
hands and exclaim ‘‘Who is equal to 
these things?’’ Analyzed roughly the 
ground I have imperfectly covered 
means: Ist, a larger library staff; 2nd, 
a vastly increased purchase of books; 


3rd, trained librarians; 4th, the closest 





co-operation between the library board | 


and the public; 5th, a clientele of 
people who are intensely interested in 
the library and its work; and 6th, a vis- 
ion and consequent program covering 
a period of years in anticipation. But 
why not? The library should occupy a 
high place in the activities and thoughts 
of the people it is set to serve. Nor can 
this be accomplished by a librarian or 
board of trustees. It must have the 
sympathy and hearty co-operation of a 
large group of public spirited people in 
the community. 

The lack of funds is often a serious 
one but not as serious as lack of vision, 
initiative and ingenuity. Money is nee- 
essary but there are many things it will 
not purchase. For example it will not 
furnish personality for a librarian. For- 


tunate is that library of which it can — 


be said, as it was of the one with whom 
I have the pleasure to be associated, by 
a keen business man, that the great in- 
crease in our circulation has been due 
in a large degree to the librarian. 

Money will not provide co-operation 
between librarian and trustees. You 
cannot establish affection for an institu- 
tion by the most lavish use of money. 
Money can pile up for years beyond the 
needs of the library and the institution 
grow cobwebs and become covered with 
moss. 

Money will not create a vision, nor 
build a vital program ; it will not bind to 
it a group of friends willing to labor in 
its behalf, nor create a spirit of har- 
monious labor with the public schools 
and the literary and other organizations 
of the community. These are vital. 
Without them a library will become 
merely a dispenser of books and a pur- 
veyor of light and popular reading. 

Most of our libraries do need more 
money and the boards of trustees in 
such communities should begin a cam- 
paign of education and interest in l- 
brary affairs that will make possible the 
maximum tax, supplemented by other 
funds. But its plans and hopes and 


aspirations should run to labors abund- — 
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ant, to tasks multiplied, to co-operations 
legion that shall grip the imagination 
and the heart of the community. 

Let us not talk less about money, rath- 
er plan more persistently and advisedly 
to secure it, but in the meantime let us 
develop the resources of our people and 
grip the affections of the children and 
young people so that the next genera- 
tion will put us to shame in its plans 
for this kind of educational work. We 
should not be easily discouraged or 
thwarted in our purposes, for while it 
requires years to create high ideals, even 
more years are requisite to bring them 
to pass. 





A. L. A. SWAMPSCOTT MEETING 

The Swampscott meeting of the 
American Library Association was one 
of the best ever held in all respects. 
The attendance was the largest, being 
from 1800 to 2000. The program was 
most excellent, the spirit fine, the place 
of meeting beautiful and Miss Tyler, 
as president, could not be excelled. 

The three addresses which stand out 
most notably are those of Dallas Lore 
Sharp, on Monday evening; of Judge 
Towner on Wednesday evening; and of 
Dr. Butterfield on Saturday morning. 

The feature carried out through the 
program of greetings from affiliated 
sections of the A. L. A., the state presi- 
dents, and other national associations, 
brought the A. L. A. in closer touch 
with these other bodies than has here- 
tofore been done. 

Great credit is due the committee 
of the Massachusetts Library Club, 
which arranged for the splendid ride 
to Concord and Lexington on Thursday, 
with luncheon at Lexington, supper at 
Harvard, and the evening at the Boston 
Public Library. 

This evening will long linger in the 
memory of all present, for the beauti- 
ful setting and the program presented 
with addresses by, the governor and 
mayor, and readings by Robert Frost, 
Jeanette Preston Peabody, and Joseph 
Lineoln. 

On Wednesday evening Iowa libra- 
rians, past and present to the number of 


forty, complimented Miss Tyler and 
Judge Towner by a dinner which was 
greatly enjoyed by all present. 

The new officers elected were Dr. 
Azariah Root, Librarian, Oberlin Col- 
lege, president; Mr. Samuel H. Ranck, 
Librarian, Grand Rapids, first vice pres- 
ident; and Miss Claribell Barnett, Li- 
brarian U. 8. Agricultural Department, 
second vice president. 





Per Capita Circulation 


The Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission has had it in mind to print the 
per capita circulation of the libraries of 
the state but lack of time to prepare 
such information from the 1920 reports, 
and the space required for its inclusion 
in the Quarterly, prevents her doing so 
at this time. 

For those who wish to see how their 
work measures up in this particular, the 
average per capita circulation which is 
expected in New York for towns of dif- 
ferent population is given below. 

Librarians are reminded that the per 
capita circulation increases with the de- 
crease in the population. 

Library boards wishing to further test 
their libraries, may secure a Library Ef- 
ficiency Test from the Secretary of the 
Library Commission. 


Estimate average — 


Population per capita 
circulation 
$00 te 2000... .cadceecdadesee 10 books 
1000 to GOOD... cece ee cscs 9 books 
5000 to 10,000............... 8 books 
10,000 to 25,000.............. 5 books 
25,000 to 100,000............ 4 books 
Over 100,000 . iis ie. Soa i at 3 books 





‘*Love of reading enables a man to 
exchange the weary hours which come 
to everyone, for hours of delight.— 
Montesquieu. 





‘‘The librarian must never stop learn- 
ing, and equally he must never grow 
away from people—must never let his 
books or the mechanism by which he 
makes them available te the public hide 
living men and women from his view.’’ 
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LIBRARY HOUSEKEEPING 


By Margery Quigley, (Librarian, 
Endicott, N. Y. 


As librarians in small communities, 
we are continually receiving and try- 
ing to circulate farm bulletins which 
tell us how to make chickens more 
profitable. The general principle 
stressed in all the pamphlets is to buy 
strong, healthy stock in the first place 
and then cull out those hens which are 
non-productive, which only use up en- 
ergy, attention, and supplies. We make 
every effort to circulate these pam- 
phiets to persons to whom we think 
they would be suggestive. Do we our- 
selves find in these homely teachers a 
suggestion which may be translated in- 
to library terms and made applicable 
to the work we are carrying on? In 
other words, do we cull out what is non- 
productive in our libraries as freely as 
we might? In one regard we all elimi- 
nate systematically, in the matter of 
‘‘replacements,’’ or purchase of sec- 
ond copies when the first is worn out. 
One of the principles to which all 
librarians readily subscribe is what we 
need not replace, in fact must not re- 
place every book which wears out with 
another copy of the same title. We 
automatically ask five questions in re- 
gard to the book and by the process of 
elimination arrive at a conclusion. The 
questions asked are: 

Are there other copies in the library 
in sufficient number to supply the de- 
mand? ‘‘Over the Top,’’ ‘‘Dere Mable’’ 
and ‘‘My Four Years in Germany,’’ are 
examples of the moment. 

Is the book below standard? The 
books at the end of series are usually 
much less carefully written and less 
interesting than the first and second. 

Has the book ceased to be popular? 
~ For instance, shall or shall we not re- 
place ‘‘Dorothy Vernon’’ and similar 
**Historical’’ novels? 

Is the book out of date and cannot 
better information. on the same sub- 
ject be found in a newer book? This 
is almost always true in technical and 
semi-technical non-fiction. 
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Has the price increased too much to 
justify purchase at present? 

We are fairly willing to discard cer- 
tain books when the books have gone 
half-way themselves in the process of 
elimination, when they have worn out 
literally. We are not as willing, how- 
ever, to take from the shelves certain 
titles which would fail to pass the tests 
above, if we were courageous enough 
to apply them. 


We hesitate to discard because the — 


books are in fair physical condition. 

e say to explain our reluctance, ‘‘A 
book is a book.’’ Unfortunately there 
are certain books in every collection 
without which the shelves would be 
better off. They use up shelf-room 
which is sorely needed, they take up 
the librarian’s time to shelve, dust, re- 
vise, inventory. Above all else, they 
make the book collection less vital to 
the borrower when he is searching the 
shelves for exactly the right book. My 
bureau drawer at the present moment 
is full of bows and collars and hat- 
bands long ago out of style or past 
their usefulness and beauty. I am re- 
luctant to discard them because I re- 
member how much money or effort they 
cost me in the past. I carry this same 
hoarding attitude to the library when 
I straighten my shelves. I am sure 


other librarians do likewise. The proper — 


procedure is to be firm with oneself 
and eliminate. The ribbons will make 
good doll dresses for some child—the 
books will find a more useful existence 
elsewhere. 

Magazines not indexed in the vari- 
ous library indexes we have, such as 
the Readers’ Guide, ought not to take 
up space on the hard-pressed shelves 
of small libraries unless there is some 
strong local reason for saving them. 
Perhaps even then, clippings from them 
would be as useful. f 

Two collections of seeming trifles, if 
systematically saved, are to be ex- 
empted from the acid test. Clippings 
about the library itself and those about 
the library movement in general, for 
the appearance of which in the local 
paper you were responsible, should be 
saved most carefully, dated. 
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Local history material should be pre- 
served by the local library, for one soon 
finds that no one else has made preser- 
vation his business. For example, the 
village in which I live is only eighteen 
years old but it is now almost impos- 
sible to assemble material of the first 
few years. The State Historical So- 
ciety will gladly tell you what should 
fall within the province of your in- 
dividual library. 

The virtues of omission outlined above 
are concerned with the larger, more 
intangible matters of policy. In addi- 
tion, there are quantities of tangible 
small things to be disposed of. They 
are the dust-collectors and time-con- 
sumers primarily, things which give 
the library a run-down-at-the-heel ap- 
pearance. 

William Morris, I think, said, ‘‘ Have 
nothing in your house which you be- 
lieve is not beautiful and which you 
know is not useful.’’ With this epi- 
gram in mind, I have walked around 
my own library and jotted down the 
items which very obviously do not meet 
the William Morris test. Check up this . 
list and see what percentage your 
library makes. 

Unnecessary furniture. 

Cracked vases. 

Sick or ailing plants. 

Calendars unsuited to the style of 
the room and not always torn off 
promptly. 

Museum features of slight signifi- 
eance. (I see before me a stuffed 
weasel and a framed letter dropped 
from the first aeroplane to fly over our 
village, since become a landing field.) 

Signs which no longer hold true and 
announcements of events now past. 
Pictures of no special beauty or signifi- 
cance, where the space they occupy 
would be more beautiful or at least 
more restful. Query: . Why do por- 
traits of dead and gone trustees run to 
such fierce moustachios? 

Supplies in bad condition—as half- 
used pencils, blotters and erasers, 
empty pasteboard boxes, shabby door 
mats, untidy writing paper, decrepit 
waste baskets. 


Cluttered window sill in office. 

Donated magazines of no interest on 
the reading-room table. 

Tiny pictures, bulletins or notices in 
large spaces or above the line of vision. 

Printed lists, both for distribution 
and for ‘‘aids in book selection,’’ out 
of date or with many titles not in the 
library or never to be there. 

Collections of books no longer timely. 

Numerous small collections of books 
which are better placed on the regular 
shelves. Books so scattered are con- 
stantly reported out or are undiscov- 
ered by timid searchers. 

Like every semi-thrifty woman I am 
unwilling to burn the things I decide 
are deadwood or to give them to the 
Salvation Army. I move them to cup- 
boards where I do not have to see them 
or put them in the basement, that Nir- 
vana of library discards. There they 
lie. There their cousins have lain since 
last summer and the summer before 
and the summer before that. The 
imaginary persons they would ‘‘just 
fit’’ have not yet turned up. Never 
again; tomorrow I shall write to my 
state library commission and ask what 
to do with the books and periodicals. 
As for the rest, dust to dust. 

Reprinted by permission from The 
Bulletin of the Vermont Free Public 
Library Comission. 





A COUNTY OR TOWNSHIP 
LIBRARY 
What It Is 
A central library open to all residents 
of a county because it belongs to them. 


How Secured 


By contract between library board 
and county supervisors. 


Expense 

A tax not exceeding one mill on the 
dollar to be levied by these officers 
without action by residents of county 
or upon petition of majority of resi- 
dent taxpayers. 

How Operated “ 

By direct loan from library. 

Through branches and stations. 

By book wagon. 














How Shall a Beginning be Made 

County supervisors talk to library 
board. 

library board talk to county super- 
visors. 

Librarian talk to both. 

Fathers and mothers talk to all three. 

Children talk to fathers and mothers. 

Everybody talk to everybody. 


Why Should Everybody Be Interested 
iu a County Library 


Because it will furnish free books on 
all subjects for reading and study. 

To school children, 

To organizations of all kinds, 

To individual readers. 

Because it will give everybody in 
the county all the privileges the pub- 
lic library offers to town people. 

A County Library vs. Local Libraries 
or State Service 

One central library cheaper than sev- 
eral small local libraries. 

Will serve portions of the county 
where local library is impossible. 

Makes more books available than 
small library can afford to buy. 

Makes more efficient service possible. 

Saves time of transportation involved 
in state service and gives opportunity 
for personal choice 

Justified by every reason which jus- 
tifies city tax supported library. 

In Case of Two or More Libraries in 
One County 

Townships may be divided between 
libraries. 

Or either may confine its services to 
its own community, 

Township Extension 

Beginning may be made in extension 
on same conditions to one or more 
townships, towns or school corpora- 
tions. 


PROGRAM OF THE LIBRARY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE N. E. A. 
Tuesday Morning, July 5, 1921, 10 a. m. 
At the Public Library 
General Program 


Joy Reading in Elementary Schools, 
Adeline B. Zachert, Director of school 





libraries for the state of Pennsylvania, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

The Normal School Library as a 
Teaching Institution, W. H. Kerr, Li- 
brarian State Normal School, Emporia, 
Kan. 

The President’s Address: The Pur- 
pose of the School Library, Sherman 
Williams. 

Home Reading with School Credit, 
Joseph L. Wheeler, Publie Library, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Relation of the High School Library 
to the Other Departments of the School, 
Ellen F. Chamberlayne, High School 
Librarian, Binghamton, N. Y. 

Discussion of any or all of the above 
topics. 


Wednesday, July 6, 1921,3 P. M 


Joint session of the Library Depart- 
ment and National Council of Teachers 
of English. At the Public Library. 

Stepping stones to Literary Taste, 
Prof. A. B. Noble, Iowa State College. 

School: The Vestibule to the Palace 
\Called Library, Milton J. Ferguson, 
State Librarian, Sacramento, Cal. 

Recent Literature for High Schools, 
Margaret Skinner, Janesville, Wis. 

The Part of the Public Library in 
Public Education, Carl H. Milam, See- 
retary American Library Association, 
Chicago, Tl. 


SCHOOL READING LISTS 


The Iowa Library Commission and 
the Iowa Association of English Teach- 
ers are collaborating in the preparation 
of three reading lists, Elementary, Jun- 
ior High, and Senior High. The Jun 
ior High list is nearing completion and 





will probably be in print before the © 


meeting of the N. E. A. and the other 

two will be ready early in the fall. 
Librarians, we are sure, will weleome 

with especial pleasure the two high 


school lists, as they will solve the que” 
tion of books to be supplied for this — 


purpose, giving the authority behind 


which they can take refuge when re L 
quests come for unsuitable books, for — 


high school reading. 
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ROTATION OF OFFICE ON THE 
LIBRARY BOARD 


There are 204 tax-supported public 
libraries in Indiana and naturally 204 
presidents of library boards and the 
same number of board secretaries. 
These officers are men and women of 
every type of personality and mental- 
ity—and all types should be represented 
on a library board. Each type should 
perhaps have its turn at leadership in 
this community activity, but alas for 
the board and for the library when one 
type or one personality continues to 
dominate as president year after year. 


The words ‘‘as president’’ are used 
advisedly, because continuance in of- 
fice on the part of a secretary is often 
a decided help toward smooth manage- 
ment of the library machine. The 
duties of this office are to a certain ex- 
tent systematic even if they are not 
purely routine. To the secretary fall 
such important duties as keeping track 
of the accounts, preparing the annual 
financial report, certifying the tax rate 
and seeing that the levy is properly 
made and recorded, and keeping track 
of the terms of the appointments with 
the corresponding notification of the 
appointing officers. Sueh records and 
duties soon become simple and easy for 
the person used to them, altho fairly 
complex to a new incumbent of the see- 
retary’s office. For this reason a sec- 
retary who is clear-minded and careful, 
tho not fussy and detail-ridden, can 
with profit to the library retain office 
term after term. Drawing the line be- 
tween fussiness and carefulness is a 
matter for the individual board to 
handle. 


The matter of the president’s tenure 
of office, however, is very different. 


' The president by virtue of his office 


and its authority, initiates, directs and 
controls the activities of the board and 
the library as no other member can. 
The wrong sort of a person as president 
of a library board for two-years is a 
great pity, but the tradition of con- 
tinuanee of office in such a position is 
tragic. This is especially true in our 
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smaller communities. Once let the re- 
election habit be fixed and it is almost 
impossible to shake it off. Board mem- 
bers in small cities and towns are more 
fearful of hurting feelings; they have 
to be where contacts are so numerous, 
and the community welfare inevitably 
suffers ‘‘to avoid making trouble.’’ 
There is no single community in 
which this difficulty occurs. The com- 
mission’s records and reports show 
more than a score of libraries where the 
interest of all the board members would 
be more active and where the service 
of the library to the community would 
be stronger if the board had as part of 
its by-laws the sentence, ‘‘No officer, 
except the secretary, shall hold the 
same office for more than two consecu- 
tive years.’’ Three-quarters of the li- 
brary boards in Indiana have such a 
provision in their by-laws, and here the 
leadership of the dictatorial and ‘‘sot,”’ 
or the negligent and unbusinesslike is 
only a passing cloud, but in some of 
the communities not so protected the 
activity, vigor and growth of the li- 
brary is hindered year after year with- 
out change of board officials. — 
Indiana Library Occurent, 


April, 1921. 


Long Service as Library Trustees 


In December papers notices appeared 
of the re-election of Mr. H. M. Reed as 
President of the Waterloo Library 
Board for his seventeenth term, and of 
his membership on the board for 18 
years. 


In January came a notice of the resig- 
nation of Mr. E. J. H. Beard, as presi- 
dent of the Newton Board. While Mr. 
Beard has served but seven years as 
president, he has been a member of the 
board for twenty-five years. 


It would be interesting to know of 
other long records for service as mem- 
bers or officers of library boards in the 
state, and the editor of the Quarterly 
will be glad to receive and print such 
information. . 











ADVERTISING FICTION 


Good use is being made of the news- 
papers by the libraries of the state for 
announcements of new books and other 
items of library interest. Some librar- 
ies, however, are making the mistake of 
advertising their new fiction. Precisely 
why a librarian should do this, is a 
little difficult to understand as their 
efforts are presumably to reducing the 
amount of fiction and increasing the 
non-fiction reading, and advertising new 
fiction will not tend to that end. The 
demand for new fiction is certainly 
heavy enough without such stimulation, 
and the per cent of fiction reading is 
certainly large enough without this ef- 
fort to increase it. 

More surprising still, is the advertise- 
ment of the best sellers in fiction which 
very often are not only books which a 
librarian should not encourage the read- 
ing of, but frequently should not have 
in the library. 

The desire to attract people to ‘the 
library is legitimate but to attempt to 
do so with new fiction as a bait, is like 
tempting a sick person to eat food which 
will make him sicker and also increase 
the percentage of sickness in the town. 

Make just as alluring as possible your 
new and old non-fiction. Appeal to the 
different classes and to the current top- 
ies by advertising books of that kind, 
and print reviews or estimates of import- 
ant books. Excite the interest and curi- 
osity in regard to such books in every 
way possible, but be discreetly silent 
about your new fiction. The public will 
discover it soon enough and demand it 
in sufficiently large quantities to ex- 
haust your resources without any effort 
at all on your part. And the hope of 
baiting them with fiction and catching 
them with non-fiction when they come 
to the library, is a vain cone. 

The Secretary has felt constrained to 
remonstrate personally with the librar- 
ies which are the greatest sinners in this 
line, but takes this impersonal way in- 
stead. Think on this and if you wish 
to keep up or increase your fiction cir- 
culation, continue to advertise it. If 


you have any desire to circulate your 
other classes of books, in the name of 
common sense stop advertising new fic- 
tion. 





Second Annual Conference for Library 
Workers, July 7-8, 1921 


ae 


Program 

Thursday morning, July 7, Room 118, 
Hall of Liberal Arts, Blanche V. Watts, 
presiding. 

10:00 a.m. What Libraries wish to 
dg, Carl H. Milam, Secretary of the 
American Library Association. 

11:00 a.m. Social relations of the li- 
brary, Louise B. Cottrell. 

Thursday afternoon, July 7, Blanche 
V. Watts, presiding. 

2:00 p.m. The present tendency in 
school library work, Willis H. Kerr, Li- 
brarian, State Normal School, Emporia, 
Kansas. 

3:00 p. m. School plays for the 
small library, E. G. Mabie, Assistant 
professor of public speaking. 

Thursday evening, July 7, Liberal 
Arts Drawing Room, Jane E. Roberts, 
presiding. 

8:00 p.m. Modern poetry, Professor 
Edwin Ford Piper. 

Informal reception in the Liberal 
Arts Drawing room, Friday morning, 
July 8, Jane E. Roberts, presiding. 

10:00 a. m. Joy reading for libra- 
rians, Mary E. Ahern, Editor of Publie 
Libraries. 


11:00 a. m. Compensation, Nellie Wil- 


liams, See’y of Nebraska Library Com- 
mission. 


Friday afternoon, July 8, Julia A. 


Robinson, presiding. 

2:00 p. m. Review of the histories 
of the late war, Harry Grant Plum, Pro- 
fessor of History. 


3:00 p.m. Libraries and the nation, 


Judge Horace M. Towner. 





STUDENTS, IOWA SUMMER LI 


BRARY SCHOOL, 1921 


Beall, Mrs. Chas. B., Public Library, | 


Bedford, 
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' Brady, Winifred A., Public Library, 
Oskaloosa. 

. Bredahl, Mrs. Velma P., Iowa Uni- 
versity Library, Iowa City. 

Brown, Alberta L., Publie Library, 
Council Bluffs. 

Brown, Sara, Reinbeck. 

Brusie, Ida M., Iowa City. 

Burnett, Lydia M., Omaha, Nebraska. 

Carlson, Pearl G., Kentucky College 
for Women, Danville, Ky. 

Cruikshank, Catherine, Publie Li- 
brary, Ft. Dodge. 

Countryman, Leah F., Publie Li- 
brary, Sioux City. 

Dearle, Mrs. Elizabeth L., All Saints 
School, Sioux Falls, S. D. 

Edwards, Mildred V., Simpson Col- 
lege, Indianola. 

Elefson, Lyda T., Graceland College, 
Lamoni. 

Evans, Cecile, Public Library, Des 
Moines. 

Fowler, Ruth A., Publie Library, 
Davenport. 

Frahm, Minnie L., Public Library, 
West Point, Neb. 

Gay, Alice H., Iowa University Li- 
brary, Iowa City. 

Griffith, Mrs. Maidie B., Wilton June- 
tion. 

Haefner, Anita M., Public Library, 
Muscatine. 

Heden, Emma, Intermediate School 
Library, Davenport. 

Lewis, Jeanne C., Public Library, 
Sioux City. 

Murphy, Grace C., Public Library, 
Indianola. 

Nash, Rachel E., Publie Library, 
Galena, Ill. 

Norris, Effie, Iowa University Li- 
brary, Iowa City. 
Parsons, Marjorie, Public Library, 
Omaha, Neb. 
Peterson, 
Estherville. 
Shearer, Clara R., Public Library, 
Indianola. 

Stewart, Mary E., Public Library, 
Waterloo. 

Thompson, Marie D., Iowa City. 


Lucile, Public Library, 


Wady, Mrs, C. H., Publie Library, 
Ponea City, Oklahoma. 

White, Melba R., Publie Library, 
Athens, Ohio. 

Wilson, Mrs. Nellie M., Publie Li- 
brary, Rock Rapids. 

Richards, Ada, Publie Library, Le- 
Mars. 





LIBRARY GIFTS 


Elsewhere in this issue appears men- 
tion of a number of library gifts which 
have recently been made. Two are 
unique in their provisions, the one at 
Harlan requiring the payment of 5 per 
cent interest during the life of the don- 
or and an annual gift to the Ankeny li- 
brary, being a condition for legacies left 
by Miss Harriet Ankeny. Last month 
Miss Kilburn’s gift to the Montezuma 
library was noticed and doubtless others 
have been given, of which we have no 
knowledge. 

We wish the number of such gifts 
could be greatly increased for here is 
an opportunity for public spirited citi- 
zens to make a contribution to the com- 
munity which would be greatly appre- 
ciated. A sum for the immediate pur- 
chase of books, a larger amount for in- 
vestment, the interest to be used annu- 
ally for books, would be very much to 
the point, and no better memorial could 
be made for a departed member of the 
family. <A gift by will is always in or- 
der. 

We wonder whether our library boards 
are not too modest in suggesting this 
means of meeting the increased cost in 
maintaining libraries, paying sufficient 
salaries, and buying books. Some li- 
braries have had such gifts but there are 
few, if any, which could not use more 
to the benefit of the community. 

A recent clipping brought notice of a 
former Iowa woman, recently deceased, 
who bequeathed $17,500 to a Nebraska 
town for a library. Iowa needs these 
gifts as well as Nebraska. Iowa boards, 
bestir yourselves. 

















‘OREARY TRAINING REQUIRED 
READING 
Juvenile Books 

Aldrieh—Story of a bad boy. 

Oleott—Children’s reading. 

Pyle—Otto of the Silver Hand. 

Adult Books 

Cooper, C. C.—Understanding South 
America. 

Franck, H. A.—Vagabond journey 
around the world. 

Hearn, Lafcadio—Out of the East. 

MacQuerrie, Heetor—Tahiti days. 

O’Brien, Frederick—White shadows 
in the South Seas. 

Poole, Ernest—Village; Russian im- 
pressions. 

Wendell, Barrett—France of today. 

Asquith, Margot—Autobiography. 

Barrie, J. M.—Margaret Ogilvy. 

Bok, E. W.—Americanization of 
Edward Bok. 

Carnegie, Andrew—Autobiography. 

Garland, Hamlin—Son of the middle 
border. 

Gosse, E. W.—Father and son. 


Huneker, J. G.—Steeplejack. 


Ravage, M. E.—American in the 
making. 

Richards, L. E.—Abigail Adams and 
her times. 

Austen, Jane—Mansfield Park or 
Pride and prejudice. 

Eliot, George—Adam Bede or Mill 
on the Floss. 

Howells, W. D.—Rise of Silas Lap- 
ham or Son of Royal Langbrith. 

Blasco, Ibanez Vincente—F our Horse- 
men of the Apocalypse. 

Bojer, Johan—Great hunger. 

Brown, Alice—Black drop. 

Cather, W. S.—My Antonia. 

Conrad, Joseph—Arrow of gold or 
Lord Jim, 

DeMorgan, Wm.—Old Madhouse. 

Galsworthy, John—Freelands. 

Hergesheimer, Joseph—Java head. 

Poole, Ernest—The harbor. 

Walpole, H. 8—Duchess of Wrexe or 
Secret city. 

Watts, Mrs. M. 8.—From Father to 
son. 
White, W. A.—Certain rich man. 


has been broken—reme 

your chance. Pieces of that 
or the beveled top of the show 
be obtained at small cost, and wi 
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propriate poem, or a library notice. 

The Library Commission has the fol- 
lowing sets of postcards which could be 
used ‘for such a purpose; a set of The 
Madonnas in art, in color; Alexander's 
Making of a Book, one set in brown and 
another in color; and a set of The Mis- 
sions of the Southwest, in color. These — 
will be loaned upon application. 

Many other interesting displays 
be discovered right in your own eal 
ity; for example, collections of the 
leaves of native trees and shrubs, or 
spring flowers, samples of amateur pho- 
tography, showing the beauties of your 
own town; bird pictures; book jackets; 
old samplers and curios of former days. 

Your public will enjoy such displays 
Try one. : 

Caroline C. Shaw. 


A CAUTION 


The old adage ‘‘ Always look a gift 
horse in the mouth,’’ applies to librar- 
ies at the present time, with particular 
emphasis, for much material is being 
sent free which should be carefully 
scanned before placing before the pub- 
lic. Indeed, some of it is so thoroughly 
propaganda of the worst sort that the 
waste basket is the only place for it— 
while some may be kept under the desk 
and given to the public for reading only — 
when called for. as 

This does not mean that libraries 
should refuse to present both sides of 8 
question, but there are some questions — 
which should not be presented at all, 
and on all subjects, accuracy should be~ 
sought. . 7 








SHER SEES SF SSETE VESRTSBes ss 


are 


a SRTESPSRESS 


So & 


inde > ak Reels setae 


a 
fo 





[rary Hews ofthe Stats 


Adel—aA library benefit given during 
April by the Joy Girls, resulted in $90 
for books. 

The Library Aid Society re- 
eently donated $150.00 worth of new 
books, most of which are juveniles. 
They have also given the library a num- 
ber of new games. 

Altoona—On the death of Mrs. Stark- 
weather, her daughter, Mrs; R. W. 
Evans, gave her mother’s library to the 
Altoona schools. 

Ankeny—By the provisions of the 
will of Miss Harriet L. Ankeny, who 
died recently, some of its legacies are 
conditioned upon the payment of $10 
each for twenty-five years for the sup- 
port of the Public Library of Ankeny. 

Bedford.—Mr. A. L. Bibbins, who re- 
cently died, left a legacy of $100.00 to 
the library. 

Belle Plain—The president of the li- 
brary board recently asked the Wom- 
an’s Club to make their membership in 
the Library Association 100%, which 
they have done. An invitation is now 
being extended to the community to do 
likewise. 

Boone—The Woman’s Club has voted 
$50.00 to the Ericson Library for the 
use of the club rooms during the year. 
By the will of the late S. L. Moore, 
the Ericson Library received the gift 
of his valuable art collection. 

Burlington—Mrs. Louise Weinstein 
has been re-appointed on the library 
board for a term of five years. 


Masonic Library 
Cedar Rapids — Masonic Library— 


Miss Frank Needham, a former assistant 
in the Stewart Library, Grinnell, has 
accepted a position as assistant in the 
Masonic Library. 

Cherokee—Miss Ruth Gibbons has 
resigned her position to take the library 
course in the Western Reserve Univer- 
sity Library School, the coming year. 

Davenport — Miss Emily Sutphin, 
desk assistant, has resigned her posi- 
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tion to take up library work in the pub- ~ 
lie health serviee hospital at Houston, 
Texas. 

Miss Alice Hateh, formerly children’s 
librarian, who was given a leave of 
absence for a visit to the Philippines, 
has returned to her work in the library. 

Decorah—Luther College—The corner 
stone of the new college library build- 
ing was laid with appropriate cere- 
monies on April 18th. 

Des Moines—Public Library-—Mr. 
George G. Wright, for a long period of 
years a member of the library board, 
and for a time its president, has ten- 
dered his resignation because of re- 
moval from the city, and Mrs. Fred 
Weitz has been appointed to the va- 
eancy. Mr. J. B. Weaver whose term 
expires July Ist, has been reappointed. 

Dubuque—Mr. Frank B. Ross, for 
the past six years a member of the li- 
brary board has resigned. 


Dunlap— Mrs. Thomas Craft has been 
selected as librarian to succeed Mrs. C. 
C. Cadwell. 


Eldora—Mrs. Bessie Nuckolls, a 
member of the library board for ten 
years and secretary for most of that 
time, has resigned and Mrs. Greef has 
been appointed to fill the vacancy. 


Osceola—The board of the Osceola 
Free Public Library feels keenly the 
death, in March, of Mrs. Capitola 
Bailey who had been a member of the 
board since, 1912. The library and the 
business houses of the town were closed 
during the hour of the funeral. Reso- 
lutions of respect were passed by the 
board. 

Rock Rapids—Mrs. Nellie Wilson has 
been appointed librarian to fill the va- 
cancy caused by the death of Mrs. 
Anderson in January. She will take 
the course in library training in con- 


nection with the summer session at 


Iowa City. 
Waukon—A 


basket social for the 
benefit of the library, held on May 3rd 
netted $83.00 for that purpose. 
Hamburg—A charming little play 
‘‘Pandora’’ an adaptation of Haw- 
thorne’s ‘‘Paradise of Childhood’’ was 














* given in June for the benefit of the 
book fund for the children’s room in 
the library. 

© At the close of the performance, Mr. 
R. F. Hickman, and Mr. W. T. David- 
son of the library board, told of the 
needs of the library in the way of 
children’s books and asked for sub- 
scriptions to supply the need. The re- 
sponse was generous and subscriptions 
and play will give the library over 
$425.00 for the purchase of books. 

Sioux City—Three members of the 
staff have resigned to become June 
brides. Miss Ida Krentz, Miss Ethel 
Haupt, and Miss Dorothy Gooch. Miss 
Eva Squire, children’s librarian, has re- 
signed to accept a position in the 
Cleveland Public Library. 

Two new members have been added 
to the staff, Miss Helen Hummer, for the 
past year librarian of the Junior-Sen- 
ior High School, Huron, 8. D., and Mrs. 
Hattie R. Rice, for eleven years con- 
nected with the Joplin, Missouri, Pub- 
lie Library. 

Waterloo—Four of the library staff 
have tendered their resignations, Miss 
Mildred Hoffman, head of the circula- 
tion department, and Miss Elizabeth 
Royce, reference librarian, to be mar- 
ried, Mrs. Nicholas by removal from 
city, and Miss Stewart and Miss Freer 
to attend school. 

Miss Margery Burditt, Pratt, 1921, 
takes Miss Hoffman’s place at the cir- 
culation desk, Miss Helen Metcalf, also 
Pratt, 1921, becomes reference assist- 
tant and Miss Golda Ausbury, Illinois 
Library School, takes Miss Stewart’s 
place. 

Sibley—The library has met with a 
heavy loss in the death of Mrs. J. H. 
Bahne, who has been a member of the 
board for many years. Resolutions of 
respect were passed by the board. 

Harlan—Mr. H. H. Paup has donated 
$20,000.00 to the city for a public li- 
brary building, on condition that the 
city will pay him 5% interest as long 
as he lives, and raise $1,000.00 annually 
for the maintenance and support of the 
library. 





Miss’ Edith Lewis las “been obliged | 
a ill health to resign her. position on 
librarian of the Public Library. 
Loa Dodimead, bookkeeper at the Har 
lan National Bank, has been elected to — 
fill the vacancy. . 

Iowa City—University Library—Miss — 
Nina R. Shaffer, formerly reference li- 
brarian, has been elected librarian at © 
Orpha, Wyoming. 

—A basket social for the 
benefit of the library was held at the 
High School gymnasium on April 15th, 

Miss Mae Smith, librarian — 
of the Public Library for the past 
twelve years, has resigned and will go 
to Chieago, July Ist. Miss Ada Richards — 
has been appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Maquoketa—Miss Fannie Goodenow, 

a long time member of the library 
board, passed away during April. Res- 
olutions by the board voiced their sense 
of loss in her going. 

Newton—Mr. E. G. H. Beard, has 
resigned as a member of the library 
board after twenty-five years of serv- 
ice. Mr. Frank Hill has been appointed 
in his place. 

Odebolt—The public library mourns — 
the death of Mrs. Walter Bennet, who — 
died on March 27. Mrs. Bennet had been 
a member of the board for more than 
fifteen years. 

Osage—On April 16th a burglar en 
tered the library and stole the fine” 
money which had accumulated to the — 
amount of $7.00. A much greater loss 
was inflicted in the breaking of the 
plate glass in the door which will cost 
$50.00 to replace. ’ 





WANTED 


The Jefferson Public Library wishes 
to buy a six-drawer catalog case. Will 
any library having one to sell please — 
write the librarian, Miss Nellie Hopper!” i 





By the Iowa Wesleyan ore 
Library, Mt. Pleasant, Mrs. Flo + 
McKibben, librarian, No. 6, Vol. 2, @ 
the Midland Monthly. 











